Youth Ministry Best Practices in Curriculum*
Most all of these resources are available through Cokesbury (www.cokesbury.com) 

Sunday School 
· Book Marks—series specifically for Sr. Highs published by Abingdon; thought provoking and probing enough to keep attention

· Destination Christmas/Easter—great books to take groups through Advent and Lenten Seasons published by Abingdon

Small Group
· Life Together by Doug Fields (36 session video series)—published by Youth Specialties; students have a book that the leader walks them through specific topics; discipleship focused

· Student Led Small Groups—published by Ted Stump; 9 different books with 12 lessons per book

Bible Studies

· 3V Bible Studies—published by Abingdon; each lesson has three views about the scripture verse; lots of great contemporary commentary about the scripture (history is excellent)

· Bible Lessons for Youth—published by Abingdon; get the adult series (International Lesson Series), too, to fill it out

· The Chronological Study Bible—great for Sr. High; includes insights into scripture

Misc. (could be used in a variety of settings)
· Thinking Theologically—published by Abingdon; series that’s great, especially the issue on “Pop Culture”

· The Net from Willow Creek—online subscription resource (approximately $200/year membership fee) full of lesson plans, games, small group stuff, songs, transcripts, etc.; get up to date resources before they go to print; www.wcastudentministries.com 

· To the Point: Religions—published by Abingdon; explores denominations in Christianity, Islam, Buddhism, etc.

· Discovery Weekend—uses Sr. High to mentor Jr. High; it’s like Chrysalis & Disciple Now put together; three year series; takes a good bit of adult help; have to be trained to use it; contact Melody Traylor at 205.657.0593; info@discoveryministries.org 

· Worship Feast—published by Abingdon; great worship/service ideas; easy, quick ideas for starting service/worship planning

· The Book of Uncommon Prayer—published by Youth Specialties;  responsive readings, service ideas, prayers, etc. to fit into  lessons and worship

· Claim the Name—confirmation materials published by Abingdon; use the 6-15 week book with older youth as a “reminder/refresher” course and/or for youth who have not been through confirmation

· Inquest—www.inquest.org; out of Burlington, NC; non-denominational; can be used for small group or Sunday School; great student leadership curriculum; spiritual gifts inventory

* Compiled by Dave Barkalow, Pam Barnhardt, Lee Ann Boykin, Chris Lasseter, Jeni Lee, Beth Pongonis, and Dale Saliba on August 16, 2004 at Huntingdon College.

