Guidelines for Selection of YSF Projects

When applying for Youth Service Fund grants from the Alabama-West Florida Conference, the following items will receive careful consideration.  It is these areas that the Project Review Committee examines most thoroughly.  The more specific, clear, and complete the application, the better.

1.  The project must be youth-related. (12-19 years of age)

2.  YSF grants should have a substantial effect on the project applied for.

3.  YSF grants may not be used to fund a deficit.

4.  Projects should be racially and ethnically inclusive whenever possible.

5.  Preference will be given to United Methodist projects within the connectional system.  Projects of other churches and cooperative efforts between religious groups will be favored next.  Priority will be given to those projects that are led by youth.
Application Procedure

1. Use the form provided to present a clear, complete, and concise application.
2. The goals of the project should be stated clearly.  The committee needs to be able to visualize the project in action.
3. Submitting a specific budget  is essential.  Where does income come from? What expenses does your project have?  No more than 25% of YSF money should be used for administration or salary, freeing a minimum of 75% for programming.
4. Illustrate church and community support, financial and otherwise.  Letters of support from church and community leaders are helpful.
5. Application is void without the signature of a youth age 12-18.

Applications are reviewed at UMY gatherings 

(usually March, April, June, August, October) .

Mail Applications to:

Youth Service Fund

P.O. Box 11108
Montgomery, AL 36111

Youth Service Fund Project Application for the Alabama-West Florida Conference

Application must be postmarked no later than May 15th
Please type or print
Project Title: _____________________________________________________________

Church/Agency: ___________________    Annual Conference, if UM:_______________

Address: _______________________________   Telephone: (_____) _______________

              ________________________________    Email: _________________________

Contact Person:__________________________   Telephone: (_____) _______________

Secondary Contact Person: __________________ Telephone: (_____) _______________

Total Project Budget: ________________    Amount Requested: ___________________

Have you received AWF YSF funds previously?  Yes____  No____

If yes, list years and amounts:

What age will the project providers be? ______________________

If different, what age will persons being served be?_____________________

Is this project: ___United Methodist (name of local church/agency)



___Non-United Methodist/Ecumenical/Interfaith



___Secular/Community-based



___Other (Please Explain) _______________________________

Have you applied for funds for this project during this application year through other United Methodist channels? (i.e. other general agencies, annual conferences or ethnic caucuses)  


Yes____    No____

If Yes, which ones?

YSF Application for AWF (page 2)

Please answer the following questions.  You may answer the questions on a separate sheet of paper if more space is required.  You may also attach extra material (pictures, printed brochures, etc…) if you feel it would help better explain your ministry.  Regardless the following questions must be completed in order to qualify for funding.

1. State the purpose of your project.

2. What is the process used to accomplish this purpose?

3. How does this project help those it serves become better disciples of Jesus Christ?

YSF Application for AWF (page 3)

4. What will be the affect on your project if you are awarded an amount less than the amount requested?  Will you be able to adapt?

5.  What other avenues have you pursued to obtain funding?  Please be specific.

Agreement upon receiving grant:  

Upon receiving a Youth Service Fund grant from the Alabama-West Florida Conference Youth Service Fund, I hereby agree to fulfill faithfully the terms and descriptions of the project as stated in this application.  I also agree to furnish an evaluation of the project (upon completion) as well as pictures or other information about the success of the project.  The pictures and evaluation will be used by the YSF committee to tell the story of how YSF money is used.

Signature: ______________________________   Date: ______________

Youth Signature:___________________________  Date:______________
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